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Health Information Technology Gets Stimulus Czar

The timeline for health information technology aspects of the broader fis-
cal stimulus bill are published, and Boston physician David Blumenthal is 
appointed coordinator for the program. http://fcw.com/Articles/2009/04/06/Policy-Health-IT.

aspx?Page=2 USDA publishes an audit report on the RUS loan guarantee pro-
gram, which found that “RUS continues to make loans to providers in ar-
eas with preexisting service, sometimes in close proximity to large urban 
areas.” http://www.usda.gov/oig/webdocs/09601-8-TE.pdf  App-Rising blogger Geoff Daily 
posts on a fast-track partial loan guarantee proposal for RUS and NTIA. http://

www.app-rising.com/2009/04/a_proposal_for_fast-track_part.html The National Association of 
Telecommunications Officers and Advisors files a David Letterman-style 
“top 10 points” of local government officials in their 57-page filing on the 
broadband stimulus package, including the concerns from 130 communities 
and organizations http://www.natoa.org/documents/NTIA-RUS%20RFI%20Comment%20FINAL%204-10-

09.pdf

Metering Out the High-Speed Internet

Bowing to a rising political storm of consumer-led protests to its tiered  
pricing place, Time Warner abandons their much ballyhooed metering plan 

– for the time being. http://www.businessweek.com/technology/content/apr2009/tc20090416_696468.

htm?chan=top+news_top+news+index+-+temp_top+story & http://www.dslreports.com/shownews/Time-War-

ner-Cable-Metered-Billing-Will-Return-101962 In follow-up, Time Warner Cable suggests 
that a super-fast cable system known as DOCSIS 3.0 might be delayed.  
Comcast is committed to 100 percent DOCSIS 3.0 coverage by the end 
of next year. http://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/news/2009/04/twc-without-data-caps-internet-up-

grades-now-in-doubt.ars & http://www.dslreports.com/shownews/Time-Warner-Cable-Pouts-102051 As re-
sistance to metering builds in the U.S., north of the border Bell Canada 
shifts to metering for wholesale services. http://techdirt.com/articles/20090417/0328284541.

shtml AT&T is experimenting with tiers, but, according to GigaOm, is not 
being up-front with customers on the details. http://gigaom.com/2009/04/20/the-case-

of-atts-incredible-shrinking-broadband-tiers/ & http://www.techdirt.com/articles/20090420/1849324587.

shtml David Coursey writes in PC World on “Why Metered Broadband 

Experts Gather for Benedict 
Conference
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Congressional scrutiny of network 
privacy ramped up Thursday as 
industry representatives and con-
sumer advocates testified before 
the House Energy and Commerce 
Subcommittee on Communica-
tions, Technology and the Inter-
net. Subcommittee chairman Rick 
Boucher, D-Va acknowledged that 
technologies like “deep packet 
inspection,” have beneficial uses, 
but said DPI’s potential for invad-
ing consumer privacy is “nothing 
short of frightening.” For more, see 
http://broadbandcensus.com/2009/04/congress-
to-reexamine-consumer-privacy-on-broadband-
networks/

THE WEEK’S LINKS

The NTIA seeks to digest and react to the 1,700 comments and 
questions filed with the agency. It plans to issue final rules within 
two months. Sorting through broadband’s impact upon residential 
and commercial development will be discussed at Broadband Prop-
erties in Dallas, beginning April 27.

Representatives with broadband 
interests met at Benedict College 
in Columbia, SC on April 15, to 
discuss broadband in the South-
east. The conversation expanded 
to include the potential for educa-
tion, health care, at-risk popula-
tions and promoting broadband 
adoption. For more, see http://broadband-
census.com/2009/04/southeast-experts-on-broad-
band-gather-for-benedict-college-conference/

Congress to Reexamine 
Broadband Consumer Privacy

CONTINUES ON BACK

BREAKING NEWS! EX PARTE 
MEETINGS AT NTIA

The NTIA has released a list of 
organizations, including states, 
Connected Nation, Alcatel-Lucent 
and Cisco, that have met with 
broadband policy staffers at the 
agency, along with the dates and 
substance of the meetings. More 
details as available. For more, see 
http://broadbandcensus.com
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WASHINGTON, April 27, 2009 – Comments have been filed in 
the federal government’s broadband stimulus grant pro-
gram, and the heft of paperwork is definitely daunting!

About 1,700 individuals and organizations replied to the 
call for comments, which were due on April 13, 2009. 
All are publicly available on the web site of the Com-
merce Department’s National Telecommunications 
and Information Administration. http://www.ntia.doc.gov/

broadbandgrants/comments.cfm 

As a public service, BroadbandCen-
sus.com has winnowed through 
the list, excluding form com-
ments and questions, and sorting 
them by company name, by filing 
date and listing them in alpha-
betical order. http://broadbandcensus.com/

the-broadbandcensuscom-list-of-ntia-comments 
Of the total number of filings, 247 substantive com-
ments are currently available on the BroadbandCensus.
com List of NTIA Comments. For a growing number of 
comments, BroadbandCensus.com has provided a brief 
summary of the contents of the comment on that page.

Commenters in the proceeding fell into a variety of cat-
egories: incumbents, including AT&T, US Telecom 
Association, and Verizon Communications; tech-
nology companies, including Apple, Cisco, Intel and 
Microsoft; state governors, public utility associations, 
and economic development or broadband boards; lo-
cal government groups, including the American Public 
Power Association and the National Association of 
Telecommunications Officers and Advisors; foun-
dations, non-profit and public interest groups, including 
the Benton Foundation, the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation, the American Library Association and 
the Media and Democracy Coalition; and entities 
proposing various approaches to broadband mapping, 
including ApexCoVantage, CostQuest, and others.

The open comment period brought out some unexpect-
ed filers, as well. A group of law students in a com-
munications and technology class of Professor Low-
ell Feldman at the University of Texas assembled a 
comprehensive 54-page filing. http://www.ntia.doc.gov/broadband-

grants/comments/7B13.pdf The Chamber of Commerce weighed 
in with an eight-page filing calling for spending more 

than $200 million on public computing facilities, and for 
issuing and tracking broadband grants in a transpar-
ent manner. http://www.ntia.doc.gov/broadbandgrants/comments/7D2B.

pdf The Oakland, Calif.-based Zhone has attracted at-
tention for bucking the general trend among telecom-
munications equipment manufacturers and urging strict 
enforcement of “buy American” provisions of the Ameri-
can Recovery and Reinvestment Act. http://www.ntia.doc.gov/

broadbandgrants/comment.cfm?e=941E0413-E40B-4CD3-B737-D093C83179B2

Naturally, each company or inter-
est group has issues of crucial 
importance. Among the top con-
cerns include the definitions of “un-
served” and “underserved,” wheth-
er funding should be primarily for 
infrastructure, or for a range of 
programs to drive broadband adop-
tion; the role of states and cities in 

the broadband stimulus; how matching funds should be 
accounted for, and also what entities should be eligible 
for funds; how speed and reliability of service should 
factor into broadband grant decisions; and the role of 
transparency in the portion of funds devoted to broad-
band data and mapping.

The large mass of comments is taking time to digest, 
both at the NTIA (and at the Rural Utilities Service of 
the Department of Agriculture, a joint-venturer of NTIA 
in the process of reviewing and writing rules), and out-
side the government.

Reading, understanding and responding to the com-
ments has been and will continue to be a challenge 
for the agency – albeit a manageable one – said NTIA 
spokesman Mark Tolbert. He said that the agency, 
which has been slowing beefing up its staff, has no plans 
to hire outside contractors to cope with the comments. 

Tolbert projected that the agency would issue formal 
rules within two months, or by the end of June. Simulta-
neous with the issuance of agency rules will be the first 
“notice of funds availability,” (“NOFA,” in bureaucratese) 
or an anticipated three-month window in which appli-
cants may submit proposals for funding.

“Once the NOFA is released, we do plan to follow with 
a volley of workshops, to answer questions, to make 
sure that the process is working fluidly, as smoothly as 
possible,” Tolbert said. Rather than reviewing all the 
comments and then writing the rules, Tolbert said that 
agency staff have begun to draft rules at the same time 
as they review the approximately 1,700 questions and 
comments.

-Drew Clark, Editor, BroadbandCensus.com

247 SUBSTANTIVE  
COMMENTS ARE CURRENTLY 
AVAILABLE ON THE  
BROADBANDCENSUS.COM 
LIST OF NTIA COMMENTS.
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Nulty believes that networks, particularly high-capacity 
fiber networks, can make a difference in the lives of or-
dinary citizens and business users. You might call these 
benefits to be “network effects.” In the economists’ lin-
go, these are positive externalities that flow from pub-
lic investment. Think of them as the economic benefits 
that come because we have a physical infrastructure of 
roads and sewers. 

The difference is that in Nulty’s 
world, there are private, incum-
bent companies with older tech-
nology infrastructures, particu-
larly twisted copper wires, and 
coaxial cable. Traditionally, the 
competition with the telecom 
and cable companies has shunt-
ed Nulty and his ilk into the cat-
egory of “overbuilders.” That’s 

the term the cable television industry uses to refer to 
someone who competes with them.

Nulty isn’t the only network-builder or telecom policy 
wonk attending the conference this week. http://www.bbpmag.

com/2009s/9speaker.php Indeed, the list of speakers includes 
a wide range of incumbents, consultants, technologists, 
attorneys, journalists, entrepreneurs and thought-lead-
ers in the broadband policy space.

Whether the changed policy landscape will change the 
always-tough economics of building a fiber infrastruc-
ture in competition with incumbents remains to be seen. 
Sessions at the Broadband Properties Summit on “rev-
enue differentiation with healthcare services over fiber,” 
on non-residential uses for fiber network, and on “case 
studies of how fiber networks attract businesses and 
creat jobs” hint at the emerging agenda.

And if a business case is likely to emerge for widespread 
fiber deployment, it will likely emanate from the indi-
viduals attending the Broadband Properties Summit this 
year.

-Drew Clark, Editor, BroadbandCensus.com

WASHINGTON, April 27, 2009 – One year ago, Tim Nulty, pres-
ident of ValleyFiber Inc. delivered a stirring speech at 
the Broadband Properties Summit in Dallas, Texas.

Nulty, an experienced builder of super-high-speed tele-
communications networks, described his non-profit 
company’s quest to secure funding for its goal of bring-
ing fiber-optic technology to every home in the White 
River Valley of Vermont.

“This is a fundamental public 
utility,” said Nulty. The telecom 
business, he noted, “is not spec-
tacularly profitable.” But, he 
continued, there still are strong 

– even compelling reasons – to be 
in the game.

“We are your local communities, 
and all [of the funds necessary 
to build a fiber network] come off 
your property taxes. Both of those two things are a sen-
sible reason to build public infrastructure.”

Nulty was certainly swimming upstream last year. In 
some respects, he had the worst of both worlds: the 
financial markets were already jittering, making his 
quest to raise capital daunting. And – more significantly 

– there wasn’t any serious effort to put public money and 
public resourcing into the network-building business.

What a difference a year makes! Nulty will be returning 
to the Broadband Properties Summit 09, which begins 
on Monday in Dallas, offering another keynote address 
to the crowd – which leans heavily toward fiber-based 
technologies. http://www.bbpmag.com/2009s/9fullagenda.php 

But the tide has turned so much that this time, Nulty is 
being pushed along by a vast current of more than $7.2 
billion in federal broadband stimulus dollars.
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MAY: Spending the StimuluS: 
how Should ‘unServed’ and ‘underServed’  

areaS BeSt Be defined?
BroadBandCensus.Com presents the BroadBand Breakfast CluB 
at old eBBitt Grill,   tuesday, may 12, 2009, at 8 a.m.

•	 Randolph	J.	May,	pResident,	FRee	state	Foundation
•	 Jean	plyMale,	ViRginia	tech	ecoRRidoRs	pRogRaM
•	 JaMes	BRadFoRd	RaMsey,	geneRal	counsel,	national	association	oF	RegulatoRy	
utility	coMMissioneRs

•	 s.	deRek	tuRneR,	ReseaRch	diRectoR,	FRee	pRess

see: BroadBandCensus.Com for more information.

NULTY BELIEVES THAT NET-
WORKS, PARTICULARLY HIGH-
CAPACITY FIBER NETWORKS, 
CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE 
LIVES OF ORDINARY CITIZENS 
AND BUSINESS USERS.
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ABOUT
BROADBANDCENSUS.
COM

BroadbandCensus.com is a pre-
mium provider of news, informa-
tion and events about broadband 
technology and internet policy. 
BroadbandCensus.com is at the 
forefront of understanding and ex-
plaining the implementation of the 
$7.2 billion broadband stimulus 
package on the federal, state and 
local level. Since January 2008, 
BroadbandCensus.com has been 
building a public, transparent and 
freely accessible database about 
local broadband speeds, prices, 
availability, reliability and compe-
tition.

BroadbandCensus.com is also 
host of the Broadband Breakfast 
Club, an on-the-record discus-
sion forum that meets at the Old 
Ebbitt Grill on the second Tuesday 
of each month, from 8 a.m. to 10 
a.m. Registration is available here. 
Webcasts of previous Broadband 
Breakfast Club events are avail-
able for purchase here.

BroadbandCensus.com is oper-
ated by Broadband Census LLC, 
a for-profit entity organized as a 
Limited Liability Company in Vir-
ginia. Should you have a question, 
comment, or wish to advertise on 
BroadbandCensus.com, or to syn-
dicate content, please contact Edi-
tor and Executive Director Drew 
Clark via e-mail, drew@broad-
bandcensus.com, or call 202-580-
8196.
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THE WEEK’S LINKS...
Wouldn’t Work.” http://www.pcworld.com/businesscenter/blogs/bizfeed/163344/why_metered_broadband_

wouldnt_work.html In the Seattle Times, Glenn Fleishman details how greater 
adoption of broadband fuels demand for greater speeds. http://seattletimes.nwsource.

com/html/businesstechnology/2009021892_ptmacc11.html  A British survey affirms Fleishman’s 
argument and appears to justify metering by revealing that 1 in 4 broadband 
users have been warned by their internet service provider about excessive 
usage. http://press-releases.techwhack.com/35198-ispreview.co.uk-4 Consumers want the band-
width though, and are fighting both metering and tiers by supporting the 
“Broadband Internet Fairness Act” and organizations such as Free Press http://

www.freepress.net, which recently asked Congress for an inquiry into unfair inter-
net policies. http://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/news/2009/04/congressman-there-should-be-a-law-against-

internet-caps.ars & http://gigaom.com/2009/04/22/free-press-asks-congress-for-metered-broadband-inquiry

Broadband’s Role in Rural and Economic Development

Washington Post reporter Cecilia Kang chronicles two rural Virginia com-
munities with totally different broadband experiences. The piece reconsid-
ers the evidence about the economic links between broadband deployment 
and economic development. http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/04/22/

AR2009042203637.html Meanwhile, the FCC announced pilot grants for rural tele-
health programs coving Iowa, Montana, Nebraska, North Dakota, South 
Carolina, South Dakota, Wisconsin and Wyoming. http://www.speedmatters.org/blog/

telehealth-network-to-link-midwest-hospitals.html 

Bidding on Broadband and Finding Room for Competition

The Progress and Freedom Foundation is pushing for open bidding on 
broadband grant and loan money http://www.broadcastingcable.com/article/196119-PFF_Push-

es_Government_for_Open_Bidding_on_Broadband_Grant_and_Loan_Money.php and the New York 
Times raises the question of whether cost or competition is propelling the 
move toward metering and tiers. http://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/20/business/20isp.html?_r=2

&partner=rss&emc=rss&pagewanted=all According to IT World and TechDirt, the broad-
band industry appears opposed to competition whenever possible. http://www.

itworld.com/business/66863/time-warner-cable-wants-legislation-eliminate-competition and http://techdirt.com/

articles/20090422/2236584615.shtml#comments
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