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Broadband Troika Complete with Obama Official to Head NTIA

On Friday, the White House announced that Larry Strickling, an advisor to 
the Obama presidential campaign, would be nominated to head the National 
Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA), and be 
an assistant secretary at the Commerce Department agency. Prior to joining 
the campaign, Strickling was a top official at Broadwing Communications. 
He has also worked at Allegiance Telecom and at Ameritech, one of four 
“baby Bells” that is now part of AT&T. After Ameritech, but before Broadwing, 
he was chief of the Common Carrier Bureau at the Federal Communica-
tions Commission in the Clinton administration. With Strickling officially on 
board, team Obama has a broadband troika to manage the administration’s 
response to the broadband stimulus: Strickling, FCC Chairman-designee Ju-
lius Genachowski, and Agriculture Department Rural Utilities Service 
(RUS) Administrator-designee Jonathan Adelstein. http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_

press_office/President-Obama-Announces-More-Key-Administration-Posts-3-27-09/

For Broadband Stimulus Funds, How Fast is Fast Enough?

In a Tuesday post on his App-Rising blog, Geoff Daily says the “the house-
hold of the near-future will require at least 90 [Megabits per second] of sym-
metrical bandwidth.” http://app-rising.com/2009/03/how_much_bandwidth_do_we_reall.html That’s 
about 20 times the average download speed experienced by everyday in-
ternet users according to bandwidth diagnostics conducted on Broadband-
Census.com. A Tuesday analysis by the Gerson Lehrman Group suggests 
that Verizon Communications and AT&T shouldn’t focus on getting pay-
television subscribers as much as they should offer “truly high speed” in-
ternet service. http://www.glgroup.com/News/Verizon-and-U-Verse-Should-Focus-on-Broadband-ISP-and-

not-Triple-Play-36277.html  It’s all a  reason, according to another Daily post, why 
“NTIA/RUS not requiring a minimum speed is absurd.” http://app-rising.com/2009/03/

ntiarus_not_requiring_a_minimu.html

Common Cause and Public Knowledge Criticize Connected Nation

Four non-profit organizations on Monday issued a report in which they 
slammed Connected Nation for taking a closed and proprietary approach 
to broadband mapping that shields identification of individual carriers. The 
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State utility commissions and 
governments cite expertise and 
knowledge of local players as a 
reason for the Commerce Depart-
ment’s National Telecommunica-
tions and Information Administra-
tion and Agriculture Department’s 
Rural Utilities Service to delegat-
ing authority. Representatives 
of small business interests and 
Native American tribal govern-
ments saw the same factors as 
roadblocks.  For more, see: http://broad-
bandcensus.com/blog/2009/03/states-want-ntia-
and-rus-to-outsource-broadband-stimulus-grant-
vetting/

THE WEEK’S LINKS

The public record from Commerce Department’s NTIA and the Agri-
culture Department’s RUS forums is complete, with 18 sessions over 
six days. Now comes the hard part: the agencies must generate an 
application form satisfying the terms of the broadband stimulus leg-
islation while meeting real-world broadband needs.

The FCC on Tuesday outlined the 
procedures for comments on the 
agency’s role in the broadband 
provisions of the fiscal stimulus 
act.  For more, see: http://broadbandcensus.
com/blog/2009/03/fcc-seeks-to-get-into-broad-
band-stimulus-game-with-public-notice/

STATES WANT ‘OUT-
SOURCING’ ON 
GRANT-VETTING

CONTINUES ON BACK

At the final session of the NTIA/
RUS public forums  on broadband 
grants, Susan Au Allen of the U.S. 
Pan Asian American Chamber of 
Commerce summed up audience 
concerns: “To achieve community 
economic development in many of 
the communities across a very di-
verse rural America is not some-
thing you can achieve overnight.” 
For more, see: http://broadbandcensus.com/
blog/2009/03/broadband-and-economic-develop-
ment-how-deep-is-the-alliance/

BROADBAND AND 
ECONOMIC DEVEL-
OPMENT: HOW DEEP 
IS THE ALLIANCE?

http://BroadbandCensus.com
http://broadbandcensus.com/blog/2009/03/states-want-ntia-and-rus-to-outsource-broadband-stimulus-grant-vetting/
http://broadbandcensus.com/blog/2009/03/states-want-ntia-and-rus-to-outsource-broadband-stimulus-grant-vetting/
http://broadbandcensus.com/blog/2009/03/states-want-ntia-and-rus-to-outsource-broadband-stimulus-grant-vetting/
http://broadbandcensus.com/blog/2009/03/states-want-ntia-and-rus-to-outsource-broadband-stimulus-grant-vetting/
http://broadbandcensus.com/blog/2009/03/fcc-seeks-to-get-into-broadband-stimulus-game-with-public-notice/
http://broadbandcensus.com/blog/2009/03/fcc-seeks-to-get-into-broadband-stimulus-game-with-public-notice/
http://broadbandcensus.com/blog/2009/03/fcc-seeks-to-get-into-broadband-stimulus-game-with-public-notice/
http://broadbandcensus.com/blog/2009/03/broadband-and-economic-development-how-deep-is-the-alliance/
http://broadbandcensus.com/blog/2009/03/broadband-and-economic-development-how-deep-is-the-alliance/
http://broadbandcensus.com/blog/2009/03/broadband-and-economic-development-how-deep-is-the-alliance/


2 | BROADBANDCENSUS.COM’S weekly report

BROADBANDCENSUS.COM • The Week in Review

march 30, 2009 | a publication by broadbandcensus.com 

WASHINGTON, March 30, 2009 – Think of the broadband stimu-
lus package as New Economy meets the New Deal. Any-
one who thought that this stimulus package would be a 
blank check for incumbent telecom and cable providers 
shouldn’t be doing so any longer.

Over the weekend, the Obama administration forced 
the CEO of General Motors out of his job because of 
steep losses in the midst of its pursuit of government 
funds. Unlike the Bill Clinton team and recent Repub-
lican presidents, the new sheriff in town isn’t afraid of 
economic intervention – as much as he deems neces-
sary – when federal dollars are at stake.

This doesn’t necessarily herald a new 
age of “infrastructure socialism,” in the 
phrase of Adam Thierer and Clyde 
Wayne Crews, author of a 2003 Cato 
Institute book with that subtitle. That 
phrase itself is curious. Aside from tele-
communications, almost all forms of 
infrastructure – roads, water, electric-
ity – are either government-owned or 
heavily regulated.

In the U.S., the private sector has long 
dominated telecommunications. Couple that with two 
decades of policies promoting competition, from the 
breakup of AT&T to requirements on the sharing digi-
tal subscriber lines. As a result, communications slipped 
from the “infrastructure socialism” paradigm.

Nothing in the stimulus package calls for socialization 
of telecommunications. But subsidization? Yes. Still, 
even if all of the $7.2 billion were to be spent on build-
ing state-run networks, that would only be the annual 
amount subsidizing private telephone companies under 
the Universal Service Fund.

So turning to the question, will the broadband stimulus 
be spent on government-run networks? 

There is no federal Works Project Administration in the 
cards. But there might be a whole new variety of state-
level projects in the works. Take the Massachusetts 
Broadband Initiative, which was seeded by legisla-
tion, in August 2008, calling for an up-to-$40 million 
investment to build infrastructure. 

This state-provided money, which could now be matched 
five-fold by the federal government, could well build an 
“infrastructure” parallel to the purely private telco and 
cable footprints. Private companies would be able to in-
terconnect to this network, under terms and conditions 
specified by the state. Other states are actively looking 
at this model.

In addition to states, cities, counties and regional eco-
nomic development authorities are also eyeing stimulus 
funds. Indeed, an initial fight over dollars is likely to 
occur between states and cities, with Massachusetts-
style entities seeking the ability to control the funding 
process within their states. Stan McGee, chairman of 
the state’s initiative, said during a March 19 call that 
doing so might be necessary to “identify synergies and 
opportunities for collaboration.”

While private companies are not likely to be barred from 
broadband funds, the legislation lists states, municipali-

ties and non-profit entities to be con-
sidered before including “a broadband 
service or infrastructure provider” as 
eligible – and only when “the Assistant 
Secretary finds by rule to be in the pub-
lic interest.”

All of these issues – private versus 
public, state versus city, plus the add-
ed issue of broadband grants versus 
loans – were extensively discussed in 
the NTIA-RUS sessions last week and 
the prior week. With a nominee to head 

the National Telecommunications and Informa-
tion Administration now officially named, the policy 
designs on the rule-making process may soon emerge.

An additional unavoidable question arises when select-
ing among broadband technologies. The bulk of the 
companies and consultants showing up at the NTIA-
Rural Utilities Service forums fell into two categories: 
fiber-builders, and wireless internet providers. 

Each emphasizes different arguments in pursuit of fund-
ing. The fiber folks highlight their speed capabilities. 
Untethered from a business model, fiber offers speeds 
from 100 Megabit per second to 1 Gigabit per second 
range – far beyond the practical capabilities of other 
existing technologies.

Wireless providers, on the other hand, boast the abil-
ity to reach those who are truly unserved – and are 
likely to remain unserved even with $7.2 billion in new  
spending. 

The stimulus legislation emphasizes both universal 
broadband and the value of internet speeds. Hence the 
Obama administration’s decision to sort out how the 
funds get divided is certain to impact American busi-
nesses on the ground. 

If you think otherwise, just ask GM.
-Drew Clark, Editor, BroadbandCensus.com

THIS DOESN’T  
NECESSARILY HER-
ALD A NEW AGE OF 
“INFRASTRUCTURE 
SOCIALISM.” THERE 
IS NO FEDERAL 
WORKS PROJECT 
ADMINISTRATION IN 
THE CARDS.
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WASHINGTON, March 30, 2009 – With the National Telecom-
munications and Information Administration/
Rural Utilities Service forums concluded, broadband 
stimulus action is likely to shift to a series of confer-
ences by industry, technologists and local government 
players.

One of the first events is the extremely well-timed Free-
dom-to-Connect Conference.  http://freedom-to-connect.net 

Organized by big-picture thinker David Isenberg, au-
thor (while working at AT&T Labs Research) of the 
paper, “The Rise of the Stupid Network,”  http://isen.com/

stupid.html  this conference is a must-attend for netheads. 

Hosted at the American Film Institute theater in 
Silver Spring, Md., the event is likely to be extremely 
well-attended, with The New York Times columnist 
Thomas Friedman keynoting the Monday afternoon 
panel, on the politics of regulation. 

Isenberg added a Tuesday afternoon panel on broad-
band stimulus funding, and he says that the conference 
will provide “a whole bunch of good examples of how to 
spend $7.2 billion, what things don’t work so well, and 
what is known so far about how to apply for the money.”

On the heels of Freedom-to-Connect, industry groups 
will take their turn. This year, the National Cable and 
Telecommunications Association’s annual Cable 
Show will take in Washington from April 1-3. Bringing 
the cable industry to capitol hill has been a long-term 
goal of Kyle McSlarrow, who has headed the NCTA for 
five years now. He’s finally pulled it from its traditional 
venues in Chicago, New Orleans and Las Vegas. http://2009.

thecableshow.com/

This year, the cable show will feature “Broadband Na-
tion,” a Main Street-style showcase of benefits asso-
ciated with cable’s broadband platform. State players, 
federal legislators and regulators, industry technologies 
and lobbyists are likely to be out in full force. Increas-
ingly, the cable industry – and Comcast in particular – 
has been arguing that its DOCSIS 3.0 technology will al-
low it to push broadband at speeds of greater-than-100 
Megabit per second out faster that Verizon Communi-
cations can string its FiOS, or fiber optic service.  http://

www.dslreports.com/shownews/Leaked-Tentative-Comcast-DOCSIS-30-Sched-

ule-101507  The broadband stimulus package presents that 
opportunity for cable.

Going head-to-head with NCTA, the annual conference 
of CTIA – The Wireless Association also takes place 
from April 1-3, but in Las Vegas. Naturally enough, the 
conference is playing up the “Mobile Life.” It includes 
speeches by CTIA chief Steve Largent, T-Mobile USA 
CEO Robert Dotson, and Ivan Seidenberg, CEO of 
Verizon Communications.  http://www.ctiawireless.com/

Events on April 2 and April 3, will feature local govern-
ment and non-profit groups, including eChicago: Cy-
bernavigating Our Cultures, at Dominican Univer-
sity in River Forest, Ill., http://www.echicago.illinois.edu/ and a 
conference on New England and the Broadband Recov-
ery Act. The Boston event is sponsored by the National 
League of Cities and TV Worldwide, a Broadband-
Census.com partner.  http://www.nlctv.org/events/broadband_re-

covery/090403/  Both events are likely to probe how cities, 
towns, universities and activities can get a piece of the 
broadband pie.

-Drew Clark, Editor, BroadbandCensus.com
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BroadbandCensus.com is a pre-
mium provider of news, informa-
tion and events about broadband 
technology and internet policy. 
BroadbandCensus.com is at the 
forefront of understanding and ex-
plaining the implementation of the 
$7.2 billion broadband stimulus 
package on the federal, state and 
local level. Since January 2008, 
BroadbandCensus.com has been 
building a public, transparent and 
freely accessible database about 
local broadband speeds, prices, 
availability, reliability and compe-
tition.

BroadbandCensus.com is also 
host of the Broadband Breakfast 
Club, an on-the-record discus-
sion forum that meets at the Old 
Ebbitt Grill on the second Tuesday 
of each month, from 8 a.m. to 10 
a.m. Registration is available here. 
Webcasts of previous Broadband 
Breakfast Club events are avail-
able for purchase here.

BroadbandCensus.com is oper-
ated by Broadband Census LLC, 
a for-profit entity organized as a 
Limited Liability Company in Vir-
ginia. Should you have a question, 
comment, or wish to advertise on 
BroadbandCensus.com, or to syn-
dicate content, please contact Edi-
tor and Executive Director Drew 
Clark via e-mail, drew@broad-
bandcensus.com, or call 202-580-
8196.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

THE WEEK’S LINKS...
organizations -- Common Cause, Public Knowledge, the Media and De-
mocracy Fund and Reclaim the Media – said Connected Nation “does not 
represent wise public policy” and that the group “distorts its results.” Media 
and Democracy Coalition Executive Director Beth McConnell said that “Con-
nected Nation’s approach is out of sync with the public’s demand for trans-
parency and accountability in governing and spending of public dollars.” http://

www.publicknowledge.org/node/2040  In a separate article, DSL Reports says that Con-
nected Nation’s maps “won’t specify carrier, speed or price, so in turn won’t 
be useful in making policy that increases broadband competition.”  http://www.

dslreports.com/shownews/Keep-Connected-Nation-Far-Away-From-Stimulus-Money-101570

Broadband Stimulus Applications Being Submitted, Aggregated

The first cities seeking to tap into the federal stimulus dollars have already 
put their applications together. According to the Belleview News-Demo-
crat, in southwestern Illinois, the city of Highland has already submitted a 
funding request for a $20 million fiber-to-the-home initiative. “Because we 
have the business plan created, we are considered ‘shovel ready,’” said Jim 
Nickerson, chairman of a local broadband initiative. http://www.bnd.com/news/local/

story/700358.html And in northeast Ohio, the Knight Foundation-funded One-
Community broadband initiative aims to help local organizations apply for 
stimulus money to implement information technology improvements for the 
region, according to Crain’s Cleveland Business. http://www.crainscleveland.com/ar-
ticle/20090323/FREE/903239960/1005&Profile=1005

Broadband Reports Issued Last Week

Wednesday marked the deadline for comments to the FCC on a rural broad-
band strategy, as required by the 2008 Farm Bill. Among the entities offer-
ing comments were Microsoft  http://broadbandcensus.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2009/03/

msft-comments-on-rural-bband-25mar09-final.pdf,  OPASTCO  http://broadbandcensus.com/blog/wp-

content/uploads/2009/03/032509opastco-gn-09-29.pdf,  and the National Cable and Tele-
communications Association.  http://www.ncta.com/DocumentBinary.aspx?id=797 Other 
broadband-related studies released this week include Scott Wallsten’s pa-
per about evaluating broadband grants for the Technology Policy Insti-
tute  http://www.techpolicyinstitute.org/files/wallsten_evaluating_broadband_stimulus_plan.pdf,  and The 
Progress and Freedom Foundation’s Barbara Esbin on “structural sepa-
ration.” http://www.pff.org/issues-pubs/pops/2009/pop16.9functionalseparationitalian.pdf
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