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One Economy Official Becomes Advisor of Hillary Rodham Clinton

Alec Ross, the co-founder of the non-profit group One Economy, last week 
joined the State Department in a new position as senior advisory on innova-
tion to Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton. http://www.washingtonpost.com/

wp-dyn/content/article/2009/04/05/AR2009040501732.html  Ross advised the Obama presiden-
tial campaign on technology, working with Julius Genachowski, chairman-
designee of the Federal Communications Commission. Public Knowl-
edge’s Harold Feld says that the position “continues the trend in the Obama 
Administration to treat broadband and information technology as an integral 
part of overall policy, and appointing folks steeped in tech and broadband to 
important positions, rather than relying primarily on folks from traditional 
carriers or cable.” http://www.publicknowledge.org/node/2076  Blogger Geoff Daily urges 
quick confirmation of the broadband troika that includes Genachowski and 
the new heads of the NTIA and RUS. http://www.app-rising.com/2009/04/ntiarusfcc_lead-

ers_need_to_be.html

FCC Begins Broadband Policy, Australia Puts US $31 Billion into Theirs

On April 8, the FCC kicked off its deliberations on a national broadband policy. 
(SEE PAGE TWO.) One day earlier, Australia announced a surprisingly aggressive 
investment of US $31 billion in fiber-based broadband, part of an initiative 
designed to deliver greater than 100 Megabit per second (Mbps) internet ac-
cess to 90 percent of homes, businesses and schools by 2018. http://online.wsj.

com/article/SB123906505458095425.html The Australian government will do this through 
a state-controlled network company. http://www.fiberevolution.com/2009/04/australia-and-new-

zealand-to-get-widespread-fttx.html Paul Buddle analyzes the plan, “the most ambi-
tious FTTH (fiber-to-the-home) network anywhere undertaken in the world.”
http://www.buddeblog.com.au/analysis-of-the-national-broadband-network-announcement-australia/

Avoiding the Mistakes of Municipal Wireless

Telephony Online recounts regional and local initiatives seeking federal 
broadband stimulus funds. http://blog.telephonyonline.com/unfiltered/2009/04/06/broadband-stim-
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The Federal Communications 
Commission began the process 
of developing a national broad-
band strategy during its April 8 
open meeting. Acting chairman 
Michael Copps said the agency 
“has never had a more serious 
charge.” Commissioner Jonathan 
Adelstein praised Congress for 
giving the FCC the funds “to do it 
right.” 
For more, see: http://broadbandcensus.
com/2009/04/with-unanimous-excitement-fcc-
kicks-off-national-broadband-plan/

THE WEEK’S LINKS

The Federal Communications Commission officially unveiled a 
proposal for a national broadband plan. Meanwhile, commenters 
worked to finish filings for the NTIA/RUS broadband grant program, 
due April 13. And states continue their efforts to serve as the de 
facto coordinator of broadband applications.

As comments poured into the 
NTIA in anticipation of today’s 
deadline for submission, many 
commenters stressed the need for 
a variety of projects rather than 
a quota system for dividing funds 
among technologies or programs. 
For more, see: http://broadbandcensus.
com/2009/04/diversity-of-broadband-project-
should-trump-fixed-division-of-grant-funds-say-
commenters/

FCC KICKS OFF 
BROADBAND PLAN

CONTINUES ON BACK

A range of commenters before 
the NTIA and the Agriculture 
Department’s Rural Utilities 
Service urged the federal agen-
cies to emphasize the needs of 
rural citizens. Many suggested 
unserved areas should be defined 
as where less than 50 percent of 
households have access to a DSL 
or cable connection.
For more, see: http://broadbandcensus.
com/2009/04/broadband-stimulus-grants-com-
menters-urge-focus-on-rural-areas/

ADVOCATES: FOCUS 
BROADBAND ON  
RURAL AREAS
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WASHINGTON, April 13, 2009 – The political landscape sur-
rounding broadband in this county has changed so rap-
idly that what seemed like conventional wisdom two, six 
or twelve months no longer holds true today.

Consider the gyrations surrounding a national broad-
band plan, a plan for which the Federal Communica-
tions Commission last week announced that it was 
beginning its deliberations.

A year ago, the notion of a National Broadband Strategy 
was on the landscape, but only barely.

A few public officials, including Federal 
Communications Commissioner Jona-
than Adelstein (a Democrat, and now 
administrator-designee of the Agriculture 
Department’s Rural Utilities Service), 
promoted it in their stump speeches. And 
privately, attorney James Baller http://bb4us.

net of the Baller Herbst Group had been 
quietly assembling a wide group of indi-
viduals, non-profits and companies seeking 
common ground on the topic.

Alas, under the previous administration, a 
“National Broadband Strategy” – at least one in all capi-
tal letters – seemed so distant and unreachable.

But by October, the momentum had shifted. Broadband 
policy was in. It seemed plausible or even likely that 
the next President – be he John McCain or Barack 
Obama – would commit resources and some intelligible 
mindshare to broadband’s role in the economic, social 
and democratic development of the county.

One reason that BroadbandCensus.com created the 
Broadband Breakfast Club, our monthly on-the-record 
discussion forum on the second Tuesday of each month, 
was to bring key stakeholders together to share per-
spectives on broadband technology and internet policy. 

Yet think how dated some of these topics – less than six 
months old in our prior series – are today: “Should Gov-
ernment Funding Be Part of a National Broadband Plan?” 
or “What Will Broadband Do to the Universal Service 
Fund?” http://tvmainstream.com/series/bbclub This Tuesday, Broad-
bandCensus.com begins as a new four-month series, 
“Broadband Breakfast Club: Spending the Broadband 
Stimulus.” http://broadbandbreakfast.eventbrite.com We’ll consider 
the new reality: billions and billions of broadband dol-
lars will be spent. How should they be?

That brings us nearer to the present. Two months ago, 
on February 13, 2009, Congress passed the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act. With at least $7.2 bil-

lion for broadband, the package aims to jump-start an 
anemic economy through fiscal stimulus. It tasked the 
FCC with creating the plan.

And yet as a result, a National Broadband Strategy has 
seemed hopelessly slow-track. When is the FCC’s final 
report due? February 17, 2010. How much of the $7.2 
billion will be spent by then? Quite possibly, most of it 
will be gone.

So why should anybody pay any attention? Why is the 
FCC beginning an elaborate new exercise 
with full administrative process?

The answer must be two-fold: the $7.2 bil-
lion is but a “down payment” on untold fu-
ture billions, in the words of former Obama 
telecom advisor Blair Levin (now back to 
Stifel Nicolaus). If Australia, at less than 
1/10 the size of the U.S., can spend US $31 
billion on broadband infrastructure, how 
much should we be spending?

Second, a broadband strategy is about more 
than building broadband capabilities. It’s 
about intelligibly understanding and using 

them. Broadband is a transformative technology. But 
many in the U.S. don’t have “it” – meaning, under the 
current FCC definition, 768 Kilobits per second (Kbps), 
either upload or download speed. 

And those that do have 768 Kbps want 3 Megabits per 
second (3 Mbs), or 10 Mbps, or 100 Mbps, or 1 Gigabit 
per second. There’s a lot of room for growth in under-
standing speeds that are needed applications of the fu-
ture– and getting them as soon as possible.

As a provider of news, information and events about 
broadband, BroadbandCensus.com is a chronicler of 
how broadband stimulus decisions are made, and how 
stimulus funds are spent. BroadbandCensus.com also 
continues to build out our public, transparent and freely 
accessible database about local broadband speeds, pric-
es, availability, reliability and competition. The ability to 
match facts on the ground about the state of broadband 
deployment with particular broadband applications will 
be crucial for the effectiveness of the federal govern-
ment’s program.

The Obama administration has made clear that trans-
parency and openness about broadband data is crucial 
to implementing the broadband stimulus, and to our 
emergent national broadband strategy. That’s the kind 
of touchstone that will endure for more than the next 
two, six or twelve months. 

-Drew Clark, Editor, BroadbandCensus.com

THE OBAMA 
ADMINISTRA-
TION HAS MADE 
CLEAR THAT 
TRANSPARENCY 
IS CRUCIAL TO 
IMPLEMENTING 
THE BROAD-
BAND STIMULUS 
STRATEGY.
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WASHINGTON, April 13, 2009 – This week marks the beginning 
of a new phase in the federal broadband grants program 
of the Commerce Department’s National Telecommu-
nications and Information Agency and the Agricul-
ture Department’s Rural Utilities Service, as all com-
ments are due to the agencies on Monday, April 13.

At stake are the rules for distributing $7.2 billion in 
broadband funds required by the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act, which became law on February 
17, 2009. The detailed public notice setting out ques-
tions for the comments, dated March 9, 2009, and re-
leased in the Federal Register on March 12, asked ques-
tions within 15 basic categories:

1. How applicants should be required to meet the pur-
poses of the Broadband Technology Opportunities Pro-
gram;

2. The role of the states in 
aggregating or potentially 
selecting among projects;

3. The potential “public inter-
est” designation allowing 
companies to bid on proj-
ects;

4. The proper selection criteria for awarding grants;

5. The mechanics for distributing stimulus funds to be 
used by NTIA and RUS;

6. Procedures for public computer center capacity grants 
(at least $200 million);

7. Procedures for sustainable adoption of broadband ser-
vices grants (at least $250 million);

8. Factors to be considering in providing broadband data 
and mapping;

9. How to meet the 20 percent financial match required 
by the ARRA;

10. How to ensure that applicants meet ARRA’s require-
ment that grants be completed within two years of be-
ing awarded;

11. The extent of self-reporting about grant usage, and 
how to ferret out waste and fraud;

12. Coordination between the NTIA and the RUS on their 
respective broadband portfolios;

13. The definition of “unserved,” “underserved,” and 
“broadband,” for which the NTIA should consult with the 
Federal Communications Commission;

14. Measurements of success; and

15. Other issues.

The notice asked five additional questions for the RUS 
portion of the program, which includes $2.5 billion for 
grants. That number is likely to be augmented by con-
verting grants into loans:

1. The most effective way for RUS to provide loans for 
projects in areas that lack broadband;

2. How NTIA and RUS can 
align and coordinate their activi-
ties, in light of the ARRA’s require-
ment that RUS loans go to areas 
that are 75 percent rural;

3. The level of broadband ac-
cess that is necessary to facilitate 
economic development;

4. How the RUS should select among the various priori-
ties with which it was tasked by ARRA; and

5. Benchmarks for success.

Underscoring the stakes involved in this round of com-
ments, the NTIA confirmed Thursday that there will not 
be a round for reply comments. “We are going to go 
right to the rules” after the comments deadline, said 
agency spokesman Mark Tolbert.

As to when the rules will be out, Tolbert added: “We 
don’t have a firm target date for that, but we do have 
a mushy date. Stay tuned.”  http://www.ntia.doc.gov/frnotices/2009/

FR_BTOP_RFI_090312.html

-Drew Clark, Editor, BroadbandCensus.com
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APRIL: Can StateS’ Front-line experienCeS 
expedite BroadBand deployment?

BroadBandCensus.Com presents the BroadBand Breakfast 
CluB at old eBBitt Grill,   tuesday, april 14, 2009, at 8 a.m.

• Karen Jackson, Office of Telework Promotion and Broadband Assistance, 
Commonwealth of Virginia

• Betty Ann Kane, Chairman, D.C. Public Service Commission
• Sue A. Suleski, Technology Investment Specialist and Program Manager for 

the Pennsylvania Broadband Initiative

see: BroadBandCensus.Com for more information.

NEW COMMENTS WILL CONTINUE 
TO BE ACCEPTED THROUGH TODAY 
AT: HTTP://WWW.NTIA.DOC.GOV/
BROADBANDGRANTS/FORM.CFM
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ulus-draws-a-wave-of-muni-telecom-bids/ In a detailed commentary, “Will Broadband Proj-
ects Dodge the Missteps of Municipal Wireless,” Craig Settles said that many 
comments made during the NTIA/RUS public meetings made him wonder 
“how realistic a picture many of them have of being in the broadband network 
business.” Successful applicants will be those who have created sound busi-
ness plans. http://www.muniwireless.com/2009/04/05/will-broadband-projects-dodge-missteps/ Mean-
while, Wireless Oakland, a municipal wireless project, has closed its doors 
and turned off its transceivers. http://www.theoaklandpress.com/articles/2009/04/07/business/

doc49db17dcb9427585808183.txt

Reports and Studies Issued This Week

The Michigan Chapter of the National Association of Telecommunica-
tions Officers and Advisors has issued a report, “The Ten Disappointments 
of Cable Deregulation in Michigan.” http://www.makecablebetter.org/FINAL_The_Ten_Disappoint-

ments_of_Cable.pdf  Pryamid Research issued a report that mobile broadband 
networks can close the gap between Western nations (with 53 percent pen-
etration) and developing nations (with 15 to 20 percent penetration.) http://

www.pyramidresearch.com/points/item/090403.htm  The Center for American Progress is-
sued a report on the federal stimulus act’s provisions for funding a “smart 
grid” for electricity, by Senior Fellow Peter Swire. The report notes that 
“the broadband network has the same essential structure and the electricity 
network – long-distance transmission or the ‘Internet backbone,’ the feeder 
lines to local hubs or the ‘middle mile,’ and the ‘last mile’ to fixed and wireless 
users,” The report urges that the smart grid and broadband efforts proceed 
in tandem. http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2009/04/smart_infrastructure.html  The advocacy 
group Free Press issued a report saying that “many urban residents are 
locked out, unable to participate fully in the digital era.” The report said: 
“They’re prevented from applying for jobs, telecommuting, taking online 
classes or even finishing their homework.”  http://www.freepress.net/files/Wired_Less_Dis-

connected_in_Urban_America.pdf
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ABOUT
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BroadbandCensus.com is a pre-
mium provider of news, informa-
tion and events about broadband 
technology and internet policy. 
BroadbandCensus.com is at the 
forefront of understanding and ex-
plaining the implementation of the 
$7.2 billion broadband stimulus 
package on the federal, state and 
local level. Since January 2008, 
BroadbandCensus.com has been 
building a public, transparent and 
freely accessible database about 
local broadband speeds, prices, 
availability, reliability and compe-
tition.

BroadbandCensus.com is also 
host of the Broadband Breakfast 
Club, an on-the-record discus-
sion forum that meets at the Old 
Ebbitt Grill on the second Tuesday 
of each month, from 8 a.m. to 10 
a.m. Registration is available here. 
Webcasts of previous Broadband 
Breakfast Club events are avail-
able for purchase here.

BroadbandCensus.com is oper-
ated by Broadband Census LLC, 
a for-profit entity organized as a 
Limited Liability Company in Vir-
ginia. Should you have a question, 
comment, or wish to advertise on 
BroadbandCensus.com, or to syn-
dicate content, please contact Edi-
tor and Executive Director Drew 
Clark via e-mail, drew@broad-
bandcensus.com, or call 202-580-
8196.
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