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The federal government  
announced on August 13 that it 
would extending the deadline to 5 
p.m. ET, on Thursday, August 20 
for electronic BIP/BTOP applica-
tions, provided the incomplete 
applications were pending in the 
Easygrants System by the original 
deadline of 5 p.m. ET, on Friday, 
August 14. For more, see http://broadband-
census.com/2009/08/ntia-delays-bip-btop-broad-
band-application-deadline-to-august-20/THE WEEK’S LINKS

What’s that big sound? The applause from applicants eyeing the  
billions in broadband money in response to the multi-day deadline 
extension. Meanwhile, public interest groups rallied their troops 
to ask the FCC for better mapping data practices and to urge the 
agency for broader representation at their workshops.

NTIA DELAYS DEAD-
LINE, SORT OF

CONTINUES ON BACK

SAMUELSON ALSO 
OFFERS INSIGHTS
Don Samuelson, a guest com-
mentary writer on BroadbandCen-
sus.com, offers his own guide to 
completing a Stimulus applica-
tion. Samuelson covers the 47 
topics that compose the applica-
tion, many of them essentially 
administrative, and notes that the 
“guts” of the application consists 
of numerous one or two page 
narratives. For more, see http://broadband-
census.com/2009/08/getting-started-on-an-ntia-
broadband-stimulus-application/

8/17/2009

One-Week Extension May not be Enough

The federal government announced Thursday that it is extending the deadline 
for electronic applications seeking money to be used for U.S. broadband 
development, as agency servers have been slow to respond to their unusually 
heavy load. http://broadbandcensus.com/2009/08/ntia-delays-bip-btop-broadband-application-deadline-to-

august-20/ Big carriers, however, like Verizon Communications and AT&T are 
not expected to apply http://www.reuters.com/article/internetNews/idUSTRE57C5N220090814 , but 
had agreed to provide some information about their broadband networks as 
part of the mapping program. Craig Settles, founder of Successful.com, 
is concerned that a one-week extension may not be enough for those who 
did not apply early on. http://telephonyonline.com/independent/news/0813-broadband-stimulus-

extension/?smte=wl The problem, he said, is that this kind of fast-paced process 
has not been attempted before, making it harder for the federal government 
to prepare technology resources.

Strings Dissuade Some from Applying
“Early indicators” show that many small cable operators will not apply for 
the first round of stimulus funding because “there are a lot of strings on that 
money.” http://www.multichannel.com/article/326953-Cover_Story_Strings_Attached.php According to 
a report by Karl Bode on DSLreports.com http://www.dslreports.com/shownews/Qwest-

Says-No-Thanks-To-Stimulus-Funds-103923 , Qwest Communications International is 
not going to apply for stimulus funding because it doesn’t like the rules affixed 
to the funds which focus on providing service to the most under-served first, 
something that doesn’t pleases hungry investors.” The rules have also been 
criticized for putting applications covering slower-speed wireless broadband 
services on the same footing as wireline services with faster download 
speeds. http://denver.bizjournals.com/denver/stories/2009/08/10/daily52.html?ed=2009-08-12&ana=e_du_

pap “Upon evaluation of the funding opportunity and the various requirements 
for participation, we were unable to make the business case for filing an 
application for more rural opportunities,” said Steve Davis, Qwest’s senior 
vice president for public policy, in a written statement. According to a report 
by Cecilia Kang on the Washington Post http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/

EXPERTS OFFER 
LAST-MINUTE ADVICE
In the closing week before the 
original deadline to apply for BIP/ 
BTOP funds, telecommunications 
experts offered their advice on 
the future of the grants process. 
Casey Lide, an attorney with 
the Baller Herbst Law Group, 
said during a webinar hosted by 
Governing.com that he believes 
there will be two more rounds of 
funding for these types of proj-
ects, although acknowledged that 
a third round isn’t guaranteed. For 
more, see http://broadbandcensus.com/2009/08/
telecom-experts-offer-last-minute-advice-to-
broadband-stimulus-applicants/
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WASHINGTON, August 17, 2009 – Consumer organizations took 
time out last week to call for improvements and more 
transparency of the Federal Communication Commis-
sion’s system of collecting broadband data.

A coalition of advocacy groups sent a letter Aug. 11 
http://www.publicknowledge.org/pdf/pubint-letter-20090811.pdf to FCC 
chief Julius Genachowski commending him for his 
commitment to run a “data driven” agency, but urging 
him to “apply that worthy rhetoric to needed policy 
reform.”

The group, which includes members of the Consumer 
Federation of America, Consumers Union, Free 
Press, Media Access Project, New America 
Foundation and Public Knowledge, outlined a set of 
proposals that it said the FCC should take “immediate 
action” on to make good on its commitments.

“The improvement to the FCC’s broadband data 
collection recommended here are critical to creating 
data-driven policy,” said Harold Feld, legal director of 
Public Knowledge and a signatory to the letter. “A 
real national broadband plan cannot rely only on [what] 
data providers voluntarily chose to disclose. Only 
by collecting detailed data directly from the network 
providers… can the FCC create a plan that identifies our 
real weaknesses and develops our full potential.”

First, it’s pushing the FCC to make changes to its 
broadband data collection practices, known in the 
business as “Form 477” reform. The coalition says 
the agency should require all providers to report their 
service footprints by Census Block, broken down by 
technology type and speed tier, adding that the data 
should be public and not confidential. The authors noted 
that several large telecommunications firms and trade 
groups recently have agreed to something similar so it 
would be a “timely moment” for the FCC to implement 
their request.

It’s also urging the agency to better coordinate data 
collection with the National Telecommunications 
Information Administration. “We strongly urge the 
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COMMITTED AS A CORPSE

INTERNATIONAL BROADBAND ELECTRIC COMMUNICATIONS

The mission of the Benton Found is too articulate a public interest vision for the  
digital age and to demonstrate the value of communication for solving social 
problems.

Trying To find your way Through The nofas?  
LeT BroadBandCensus.Com Be your guide.  

we offer Two speCiaL reporTs: 
The NTIA’s MAppINg NoFA and The BIp-BTop NoFA 

CLiCk here To order.

FCC to access the data that is submitted to NTIA-funded 
state-designated entities through its mapping program,” 
the group wrote.

Lastly, it wants an upgraded ARMIS reporting system 
used to collect data, calling for an “ARMIS 2.0.” A new 
system would create a “complete picture of the nation’s 
information infrastructure, the character of local 
markets and the experience of consumers.” The group 
particularly wants the FCC to find a way to measure and 
collect data concerning the actual speed of broadband 
connections in lieu of advertised speeds.”

Separately, Public Knowledge Communications Director 
Art Brodsky is criticizing the NTIA for its milquetoast 
attitude toward the mapping process. In an Aug. 12 blog 
post, he says the agency has made serious mistakes 
by backing off its original, more stringent and effective 
plan to collect data.

He writes that NTIA started making concessions in 
the face of “massive industry lobbying” and slams the 
agency for backing off of requiring detailed speed data. 
“Instead of reporting maximized advertised upstream 
and download speeds at the address level, NTIA now 
requires only speeds across service areas or local 
franchise areas.” He calls that approach a “monumental 
mistake, made for no reason” because speeds across 
such a wide area can very widely.

He also lambastes NTIA for lifting restrictions on report-
ing the middle-mile connection data, and for the aver-
age revenue per user, adding “the second one wasn’t 
going to be reported anyway, because the phone and 
cable companies weren’t going to give it up… If this 
mapping exercise is going to be worth even 1/10 of the 
money Congress appropriated, it’s about time for the 
government to step away from the table with the indus-
try, remind itself of its public interest obligations and 
quit giving away the store.” 
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WILL TIME EQUAL MONEY?
WASHINGTON, August 17, 2009 – The big news this week, of 
course, was the huge sigh of relief from the applicant 
community vying for the $7.2 billion in broadband funds 
when the government extended the deadline by a few 
days.

The onslaught of online applications caused the 
Easygrants online filing system to move at a digital 
snail’s pace. The Rural Utilities Service and the 
National Telecommunications Information 
Administration added extra servers, but decided to 
extend the electronic filing deadline from Aug. 14 to 
Aug. 20. However, an application will only be considered 
by Aug. 20 if it was in the Easygrants pipeline by Aug. 
14  at 5 p.m. ET.

Meanwhile across town, the Federal Communications 
Commission has been asked to look forward with 
an open mind as it approaches the federalization of 
broadband strategy.

The Media and Democracy Coalition is urging 
the FCC to include more public interest voices in its 
upcoming broadband workshops. The agency has 
already held several workshops recently as part of its 
series leading up to the presentation of the broadband 
plan to Congress in February.

The MDC wrote a letter to agency Chairman Julius 
Genachowski on Wednesday http://www.media-democracy.

net/files/MDC%20FCC%20staff%20workshops%20ltr2.pdf to express 
its disappointment with the lack of public interest 
representation on the broadband plan staff workshop 
panels that took place Wednesday and Thursday. The 
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coalition is made up of more than 30 public interest 
groups that like to weigh in on debates over media and 
communications policies.

The coalition points out that the FCC presented the goal 
of the workshops as a way to “promote an open dialogue 
between the FCC and key constituents” on the plan, 
with the intent to include service providers, equipment 
providers, applications providers, community groups, 
and other groups that have a stake in the future of 
broadband.

However, it maintains that the FCC is not sticking to 
its promises, saying that the recent announcement of 
the panelists taking part in the workshops “seems to 
contradict the FCC’s commitment to an inclusive and 
participatory process.”

“Discussing issues such as fixed and wireless broadband 
and deployment, unserved and underserved, as well 
as rural broadband issues without public interest or 
consumer rights representation amounts to talking 
about issues without hearing from those directly affected 
by them,” the group wrote. “Industry groups alone can’t 
speak to all of the facts regarding the subjects the FCC 
plans to cover in the workshops this week.”

Earlier this week Harold Feld, the legal director of 
Public Knowledge, provided a harbinger of things 
to come. He issued a statement expressing concern 
with the makeup of the workshops, saying: “It would  
appear that the FCC has chosen to begin by concentrat-
ing on the perspective of traditional industry infrastruc-
ture providers. There is no harm in that, provided that 
the deployment experiences of non-commercial provid-
ers, local governments, anchor institutions, and other 
non-traditional infrastructure and “last mile” providers 

— as well as the perspective of public interest organiza-
tions and academics with appropriate expertise — will 
likewise receive the same attention.”

NEW! 
SEPTEMBER 15, 2009 THROUGH FEBRUARY 9, 2010:

BroadBand BreakfasT CLuB series:

seTTing The TaBLe  
for The 

naTionaL BroadBand pLan
BroadBandCensus.Com presents the BroadBand Breakfast CluB at  
Clyde’s of Gallery plaCe, 707 7th street, nW, WashinGton, dC 

for unique sponsorship opporTuniTies 
ContaCt events@BroadBandCensus.Com or Call 202-580-8196.

 
Subscribe to our FREE daily 
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news@broadbandcensus.com
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broadbandcensus.com
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

THE WEEK’S LINKS...
article/2009/08/13/AR2009081302433.html?hpid=topnews , “AT&T, Verizon and Comcast are 
unlikely to go for the stimulus money,” because they are already “flush with 
cash,” because “taking money could draw unwanted scrutiny of business 
practices and compensation,” and because “privately, some companies are 
griping about conditions attached to the money.”

NTIA to Collect Data At Census Block Level
According to Art Brodsky of Public Knowledge http://www.publicknowledge.org/

node/2595 , the choice between whether the public interest, as represented 
by the National Telecommunications Information Administration, or 
the industry will be in control of the mapping appears to have been a “false 
choice,” because the NTIA has backed off of the detailed speed data, now 
requiring only speeds across service areas or local franchise areas. Brodsky 
says that this is a “monumental mistake” because “speeds across such a 
wide area can vary [sic] widely,” and “at the service area level, it all averages 
out — the good and the bad, demonstrating nothing at all.” “It’s easy to find 
pockets without broadband in ostensibly covered neighborhoods, especially 
in areas where cable doesn’t reach and DSL is the only option,” said Stacey 
Higginbotham in a report on GigaOm http://gigaom.com/2009/08/10/broadband-stimulus-

plan-has-no-map-for-success/ According to Fawn Johnson of Dow Jones Newswires, 
however, http://www.nasdaq.com/aspx/stock-market-news-story.aspx?storyid=200908071147dowjonesdjon

line000488&title=us-commerce-dept-drops-request-for-sensitive-telecom-co-data , “census blocks are 
the preferred method of data collection for researchers, because it allows 
them [to] coordinate the information with broader census data on age, race, 
gender, household income, etc.” For blocks larger than two square miles, the 
agency wants carriers to provide addresses or “address ranges” within those 
segments.” 

FCC Enforcement of Net Neutrality Debated
According to a report by Carrie Lowe on Free Press’ “Save the Internet” blog http://www.savetheinternet.com/blog/09/08/10/

american-library-association-wants-network-neutrality , the American Library Association (ALA) wants the Federal Communications 
Commission to enforce net neutrality regulation because it sees it as an issue of intellectual freedom. The Progress 
and Freedom Foundation, however, opposes such regulation, claiming that the commission lacks the legal authority 
to enforce its network neutrality principles approved in 2005 http://www.eweek.com/c/a/IT-Infrastructure/Think-Tank-Questions-FCCs-Network-

Neutrality-Authority-403271/ , and filed a legal brief supporting Comcast’s appeal of the 2008 FCC ruling that the cable giant 
violated those principles by throttling traffic from peer-to-peer provider BitTorrent. PFF also claimed that there is nothing 
in the Communications Act that delegates any express authority to the FCC to regulate Internet service. According to a 
report by Jordan Golson and Stacey Higginbotham on GigaOm http://gigaom.com/2009/08/12/comcast-lawsuit-questions-fcc-right-to-enforce-

net-neutrality/ , Comcast believes that in an FCC proceeding, a law “must be either a statutory provision or an agency rule 
or precedent” and that the Internet Policy Statement adopted by the FCC in 2005 is neither, making it “unenforceable 
as a matter of law.” According to report by Michael Geist http://www.straight.com/article-246992/us-net-neutrality-bill-big-leap-over-canadian-law , 
The Internet Freedom Preservation Act of 2009 “would move the U.S. far beyond Canada in dealing with net neutrality 
issues.”
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