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THE WEEK’S LINKS

Observers and commentators dug through an online database of 
2,200 applications for broadband stimulus grants. Also, Broad-
bandCensus.com re-launches the Broadband Breakfast Club on 
Tuesday at 8 a.m., and hosts a FREE press conference to discuss its 
public and transparent broadband map, the same day, at 2 p.m. ET.

CONTINUES ON BACK
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Concerns mount
As ex parte meetings were underway between FCC Chairman Julius 
Genachowski and some of the biggest players in the industry, including 
Steve Balmer of Microsoft and John Chambers of Cisco, http://www.

broadcastingcable.com/article/340287-Genachowski_Meets_With_CEOs_To_Discuss_Broadband.php?rssid=20065 
, FCC newcomer Meridith Baker was providing reassurances that “our 
highest priority in broadband policy should be to get broadband to all 
remaining unserved areas of the country.” Concerns about whether the 
Broadband Stimulus can achieve that goal continue to mount however. http://
www.broadcastingcable.com/article/340227-Baker_FCC_s_Broadband_Policy_Should_Reach_Unserved_Areas.
php?rssid=20065

Homeland Security and Government Affairs Committee Chairman Joe 
Lieberman (I-CT) and Ranking Member Susan Collins (R-Maine) have 
both asked that the release of stimulus money be accelerated, while 
simultaneously urging close monitoring to prevent fraud and abuse. http://
hsgac.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Press.MajorityNews&ContentRecord_id=a56e5c3e-5056-8059-
7660-be361c8b1a0b  and http://www.ftc.gov/opa/2009/09/stimulus.shtm

The Commerce Department is conducting its own review. http://acquisition.
broadcastnewsroom.com/articles/viewarticle.jsp?id=839012&afterinter=true

Concerns about the effectiveness of the Broadband Stimulus program and 
process are not limited to the Hill. Blogger Geoff Daily at App-Rising http://

www.app-rising.com/2009/09/color_me_officially_concerned.html and Art Brodsky at Public 
Knowledge are also concerned. http://www.publicknowledge.org/node/2626

Mapping comes into focus
The NTIA confirms that is has received from all 50 states, five territories 
and the District of Columbia applications for state-designated entities to 
participate in the creation of a national broadband map. http://www.ntia.doc.gov/

press/2009/BTOP_mappingtotals_090909.html The NTIA has also announced that mapping 
grants will be shortened from five to two years. http://www.ntia.doc.gov/frnotices/2009/

FR_MappingProgram_090910.pdf

ONE SMALL STEP FOR 
DIRECT DEMOCRACY
The Federal Communications 
Commission continues to expand 
its social networking efforts by 
launching, on Friday, a “crowd-
sourcing” platform, Ideascale, at 
http://broadband.gov/ideascale.
The Web 2.0 tool allows users to 
comment on particular points in 
a national broadband plan, vot-
ing items up or down on a rolling 
scale, or to add new ideas into 
the mix. For more, see http://broadband-
census.com/2009/09/fcc-launches-social-network-
for-crowd-sourcing-ideas-for-national-broadband-
plan/

TRANSPARENCY  
FOR THEE  
The National Telecommunications 
and Information Administration 
released its searchable database 
of broadband stimulus grant  
applicants at broadbandusa.
gov. In testimony to Congress on 
Thursday, agency head Lawrence 
Strickling said that the agency 
was likely to seek to consolidate 
the additional rounds of broad-
band grant process into a single 
round. Also, NTIA said that  
entities within all 50 states had 
been awarded broadband data 
and mapping grants. For more, see 
http://broadbandcensus.com/2009/09/ntia-re-
leases-names-of-stimulus-applicants-says-all-50-
states-will-get-broadband-mapping-grants/

HERE’S TO THE  
CRAZY ONES... 
Broadband business strategist, 
marketing expert and author 
Craig Settles offered his take on 
“the dreamers, the hopefuls and 
the planners” – the three  
categories of applicants for 
broadband stimulus grants. For 
more, see http://broadbandcensus.com/2009/09/
broadband-stimulus-applicants-the-dreamers-the-
hopefuls-and-the-planners/ 
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MORE SHOP TALK
WASHINGTON, September 14, 2009 – BroadbandCensus.com has begun 
extensive coverage of the FCC’s broadband policy workshops, and is 
working on summaries of all of the sessions. Below are excerpts from 
the stories published this past week. Full coverage is available through 
the links below.

WASHINGTON, September 9, 2009 – The Internet can 
serve as a means for enhancing consumer protec-
tions, provided that government agencies play their  
appropriate role in regulating and disclosing the  
practices of broadband providers, accord-
ing to several consumer advocates.

Speaking at the September 9 workshop of 
the Federal Communications Commission, 
the advocates observed that the FCC and the 
Federal Trade Commission could each play a  
significant role in enhancing consumer 
knowledge about broadband.

Mike Nelson, a visiting professor of 
communications, culture and technolo-
gy at Georgetown University, and a former Clinton 
administration internet official, said that the flowering of 
e-commerce in the 1990s was “due in large part to the 
decision [by the government] NOT to regulate.”

“I was involved in the [Ira] Magaziner e-commerce  
report,” said Nelson. “Almost every page had a promise 
about what the administration will not do.”

The certainty provided by that report was helpful”  
because in enabled internet application companies to 
be free from “having to hire as many lawyers” as they 
otherwise would have to, he said. For more, see http://broad-
bandcensus.com/2009/09/appropriate-roles-for-fcc-and-ftc-could-determine-fate-
of-broadband-consumers/

WASHINGTON, September 9, 2009 – The second panel at the 
Federal Communications Commission’s “consumer  
context” panel on September 9 focused on the tools and 
techniques that will enable consumers to utilize new 
broadband-friendly applications.

The continuing growth of possible uses of the Internet 
brings “good stuff” to consumers; but doing so safely 
was a cause for discussion.

“For the past nine months, 
we have noticed that over 65 
million people are checking 
their Facebook’s using their 
mobile devices,” Timothy 
Sparapani, director of the 
public policy for Facebook.

Do children and adoles-
cents who post online do so 

with an awareness of the privacy consequences asso-
ciated with doing so, panelists asked. Sparapani said 
that Facebook was in the process of refining its privacy  
disclosures for that reason.

“Children need to gain media literacy. They need the 
‘rules of the road’ for the internet,” said Sparapani.

To make this possibility a reality, Alan Simpson, 
director of policy for Common Sense Media, said, 
“This calls for the funding and implementing of digital 
literacy.”

Digital literacy lessons would include information on se-
curity and privacy, as well as on policies for “author-
ship and authority of information found on the internet,” 
said Simpson. He also said that the number of students 
cheating on papers have increased, raising an additional 
Internet-related concern.

Educating children on broadband usage is important; 
however, the education has to come from a teacher 
or a parent. “Technologically speaking, students are 
outsmarting the teachers,” said Michael McKeehan 
executive director of the internet and technology policy 
for Verizon Communications. For more, see http://broadband-
census.com/2009/09/education-remains-crucial-tool-of-consumer-protection-say-
panelists-at-fcc/

INTERNATIONAL BROADBAND ELECTRIC COMMUNICATIONS

...THE FLOWERING OF  
E-COMMERCE IN THE 1990S 
WAS “DUE IN LARGE PART 
TO THE DECISION [BY THE 
GOVERNMENT] NOT TO  
REGULATE.”

http://BroadbandCensus.com
http://broadbandbreakfast.eventbrite.com
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The mission of the Benton Found is too articulate a public interest vision for the  
digital age and to demonstrate the value of communication for solving social 
problems.

WASHINGTON, September 14, 2009 – The National Telecom-
munications and Information Administration’s 
efforts to kick-start the broadband data and mapping 
program has produced some recent unexpected twists 
and turns: both in terms of who will get the money, and 
what they will need to do with it.

This week the NTIA released the 
names of the organizations that had 
received the broadband data and map-
ping grants. They said that entities 
from all 50 states had applied, and 
been selected. (The NTIA also released 
the names of the 2,200 organizations 
that had applied for broadband stimu-
lus grants – but those entries must be 
winnowed and selected over the next 
two months.) There had been some uncertainty as to 
whether all 50 states would indeed apply. 

The grants are being award, however, against the back-
drop of a significant change in policy: the NTIA is now 
requiring, rather than barring, the disclosure of broad-
band carrier information at the Census block level.

This means that entities who predicated their bids on 
the notion that they could protect carrier confiden-
tiality must now do an about-face – collecting and  
disseminating the very information that they previously 
pledged to keep confidential.

In the agency’s August 17 report to Congress, the  
agency said that “it intends to identify all broadband 
providers by name on the broadband map rather than 
leaving such identification to the discretion of the  
provider. These clarifications will help enable NTIA to 
build a robust, accurate broadband map for the benefit 
of consumers and policy makers.”

In response to questions from BroadbandCensus.com, 
NTIA spokesman Mark Tolbert underscored that 
the recipients of broadband mapping grants are now  
required to collect and to publish this carrier information 
at the Census block level.

“Applicants have always been required to collect and 
provide to NTIA the names of the providers at the  
address/Census block/street segment level (whichever 
level they collect at),” Tolbert said.

“As stated in the NoFA, ‘Applicants must provide a  
description of how the States broadband data will be 
publicly accessible, clearly presented, and easily un-
derstood by the public, government and the research  
community. Applicants must also describe the appli-

cants’ proposed State-level map’,” 
Tolbert continued. “Accordingly, NTIA 
expects that all non-confidential 
data (and names of providers at a 
census block/street segment level 
is not confidential) will be publicly  
accessible.”

Tolbert said that if a broadband 
grant recipient refused to collect and 
publish this data, they risk a de- 
obligation of funds. He also said that 

the NTIA will make the carrier-level data, at the Census 
block level, available to the public as soon it receives the 
information from the mapping grant recipients.

Among the entities now responsible for such data  
collection and disclosure include state departments of 
information technology, community development and 
public utility departments, GIS departments, special-
purpose broadband entities within a state, and non-
profit organizations.

Among the economic development authorities and tech-
nology entities receiving funds include the Alabama 
Department of Economic and Community Affairs, 
the Georgia Technology Authority, the Indiana 
Office of Technology, and the information technol-
ogy departments of the states of North Dakota and New 
Mexico. 

Special purpose broadband entities receiving fund-
ing include the ConnectME Authority in Maine, the 
Maryland Broadband Cooperative, and the Massa-
chusetts Broadband Institute. For West Virginia and 
Vermont, the grants went to state GIS departments.

CONTINUES ON BACK

THE NTIA IS NOW  
REQUIRING, RATHER 
THAN BARRING, THE 
DISCLOSURE OF  
CARRIER INFORMATION 
AT THE CENSUS BLOCK 
LEVEL.
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BROADBANDCENSUS.COM

BroadbandCensus.com is a pre-
mium provider of news, informa-
tion and events about broadband 
technology and internet policy. 
BroadbandCensus.com is at the 
forefront of understanding and 
explaining the implementation 
of the $7.2 billion broadband 
stimulus package on the fed-
eral, state and local level. Since 
January 2008, BroadbandCensus.
com has been building a public, 
transparent and freely accessible 
database about local broadband 
speeds, prices, availability, reli-
ability and competition.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

THE WEEK’S LINKS...
Even mapping is raising concerns. An Associated Press article questions 
the $100 to $350 million scheduled cost to create a national broadband 
map, pointing out that e-NC runs a statewide map for a fraction of the cost.
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_TEC_THE_350_MILLION_MAP?SITE=AP&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE

=DEFAULT

Broadband Census Maps, a division of BroadbandCensus.com, has 
scheduled a press release and free webinar for September 15 to introduce 
its new mapping beta. http://broadbandcensus.com/2009/09/broadbandcensuscom-releases-beta-
version-of-public-broadband-map-in-south-carolina-announces-broadband-census-data-llc/ 

Subscribe to our FREE daily e-mail alert at:
news@broadbandcensus.com

or via your RSS reader from:

broadbandcensus.com

Connected Nation, Inc., was also a significant player, winning eight grants. http://broadbandcensus.com/2009/09/ntia-releases-names-of-

stimulus-applicants-says-all-50-states-will-get-broadband-mapping-grants/ Connected Tennessee LLC, the Connected Nation affiliate in Ten-
nessee, also won the award in that state.

Individuals who follow broadband data and mapping say that it is not yet certain how many states will fall within the 
Connected Nation camp, however. For example, the Florida Department of Management Services was awarded the grant 
for its state, although Connected Nation is the subcontractor – in spite of the non-profit company putting forward a bid 
higher than a rival, ISC, according to Art Brodsky of Public Knowledge. http://www.publicknowledge.org/node/2611

Connected Nation did not bid on the grant in its home state of Kentucky. That award instead went to the Commonwealth 
of Kentucky. In a lengthy letter to the Commonwealth of Kentucky http://connectednation.com/_documents/KYRFPNo-BidResponse_20090901_Fi-

nal_WithAttachments.pdf , Connect Kentucky blanched at the requirement, in the state RFP, that data providers produce a “sub-
stantially complete dataset” by November 1, 2009. “ConnectKentucky cannot commit to this provision of the RFP, which 
establishes a deadline of less than 60 days to produce substantially complete data.”

At least one other non-profit group was successful in capturing state broadband data and mapping grants: One Econ-
omy Corporation, which is listed by the NTIA as the grant awardee for Guam and the Northern Mariana Islands, and 
has also been selected as the subcontractor to state officials within other states.
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